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About this marking scheme

The purpose of this marking scheme is to provide teachers, learners, and other interested
parties, with an understanding of the assessment criteria used to assess this specific
assessment.

This marking scheme reflects the criteria by which this assessment was marked in a live
series and was finalised following detailed discussion at an examiners' conference. A team
of qualified examiners were trained specifically in the application of this marking scheme.
The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme was interpreted and
applied in the same way by all examiners. It may not be possible, or appropriate, to capture
every variation that a candidate may present in their responses within this marking scheme.
However, during the training conference, examiners were guided in using their professional
judgement to credit alternative valid responses as instructed by the document, and through
reviewing exemplar responses.

Without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers, learners and
other users, may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. Therefore,
it is strongly recommended that this marking scheme is used alongside other guidance, such
as published exemplar materials or Guidance for Teaching. This marking scheme is final and
will not be changed, unless in the event that a clear error is identified, as it reflects the
criteria used to assess candidate responses during the live series.
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UNIT 1: STUDY IN DEPTH - WALES AND THE WIDER PERSPECTIVE

1C. DEPRESSION, WAR AND RECOVERY, 1930-1951

SUMMER 2025 MARK SCHEME

Instructions for examiners of GCSE History when applying the mark scheme

Positive marking

It should be remembered that learners are writing under examination conditions and credit

should be given for what the learner writes, rather than adopting the approach of penalising

him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to achieve full

marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be deducted for a less

than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.

GCSE History mark schemes are presented in a common format as shown below:

This section indicates the assessment
objective(s) targeted in the question

\

Mark allocation: ] AO1 AO2 AO3

AO4

4

4

Question: e.g. What can be learnt from Sources A and B about women’s contribution to the war

effort? [4]

This is the question and its mark tariff.

Band descriptors and mark allocations

only.

AO3 4 marks
Analyses and uses the content of both sources for the enquiry.
BAND 2 - . 3-4
If answer is imbalanced in use of sources award 3 marks.
BAND 1 Generalised answer with little analysis, paraphrasing or describing sources 1-2

Use O for incorrect or irrelevant answers

This section contains the band descriptors which explain the principles that must be applied when
marking each question. The examiner must apply this when applying the marking scheme to the
response. The descriptor for the band provides a description of the performance level for that band.

The band descriptor is aligned with the Assessment Objective(s) targeted in the question.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material identified

below.

Some of the issues to consider are:
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Source A shows us that women were working on farmland.
Source A shows women using farm machinery, replacing the men.
Source A shows a group of women working in the fields as part of the Women’s Land Army.
Source A shows how women contributed to the war effort by doing work they were unfamiliar with.
Source B tells us that women could be called to National Service in 1941.
Source B tells us that women would serve similarly to men.

Source B tells us that women served in the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Territorial Service.
Source B tells us that women aged between 20-30 could be called up.

1
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This section contains indicative content (see below under banded mark schemes Stage 2). It
may be that the indicative content will be amended at the examiner's conference after actual
scripts have been read. The indicative content is not prescriptive and includes some of the
points a candidate might include in their response.

Banded mark schemes

Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The
descriptor for the band provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each
band contains marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a learner’s answer to pick
out the evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete,
the mark scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process.

Banded mark schemes Stage 1 — Deciding on the band

When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest
band, examiners should look at the learner’s answer and check whether it matches the
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it
matches the qualities shown in the learner’s answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band
until the descriptor matches the answer.

If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the learner’s response should
be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance if a response is mainly in band
2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 2, but the
mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content.
Examiners should not seek to mark learners down as a result of small omissions in minor
areas of an answer.

Banded mark schemes Stage 2 — Deciding on the mark

Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising
(marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the qualities of each
mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers in each mark
band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners should mark the
examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner.

When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a learner’s response
is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are reminded of
the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to confirm that the
band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided.

Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative
content but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.

Where a response is not creditworthy, that is contains nothing of any significance to the
mark scheme, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded.
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UNIT 1: STUDY IN DEPTH - WALES AND THE WIDER PERSPECTIVE

1C. DEPRESSION, WAR AND RECOVERY, 1930-1951

Question 1
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4
4 4
Question: What can be learnt from Sources A and B about women’s contribution

to the war effort? [4]

Band descriptors and mark allocations

AO3 4 marks
Analyses and uses the content of both sources for the enquiry.
BAND 2 g : 3-4
If answer is imbalanced in use of sources award 3 marks.
BAND 1 Generalised answer with little analysis, paraphrasing or describing 1-2
sources only.

Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers.
Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

Source A shows us that women were working on farmland.

e Source A shows women using farm machinery, replacing the men.
Source A shows a group of women working in the fields as part of the Women’s Land
Army.

e Source A shows how women contributed to the war effort by doing work they were
unfamiliar with.

e Source B tells us that women could be called to National Service in 1941.
Source B tells us that women would serve similarly to men.

e Source B tells us that women served in the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Territorial
Service.

e Source B tells us that women aged between 20-30 could be called up.
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Question 2
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4
6 2 4
Question: To what extent does this source accurately explain why the Labour

Party won the General Election in 1945?

Band descriptors and mark allocations

[6]

AO1l 2 marks AO3 4 marks
Analyses and evaluates the
accuracy of the source, set within
the context of the historical
BAND 3 events studied. The strengths and 4
limitations of the source material
are fully addressed and a
substantiated judgement is
reached.
Demonstrates Begins to analyse and evaluate
detailed the source. A judgement, with
BAND 2 understanding pf BAND 2 | SOme support is reached, 0_3
the key feature in discussing the accuracy of the
the question. source material set within the
historical context.
Demonstrates Very basic judgement reached
some about the source with little or no
BAND 1 | understanding of | 1 | BAND 1 | analysis or evaluation. 1
the key feature in
the question.

Use O for incorrect or irrelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The source is accurate to some extent in explaining Labour’s 1945 election victory.

It focuses on the issue of housing and states how a Labour government would control
building new homes.

It promises that every family will have good homes which was a vote winner following the
devastation of many areas.

It implies that the Conservative Party will not put the nation first.

The source is an official document produced by the Labour Party for everybody to read.
It aims to persuade voters that they will be the best choice of government in the election.
It is not truly accurate as it stipulates every family and does not give a clear time for
building houses; some points therefore lack clarity and are generalised.

The source does not include other measures that the Labour Party offered voters.

The source gives a partial explanation of how Labour won the general election.

A clear and supported judgment should focus on the accuracy of the information provided
while recognising that other important contributing issues are not present.

4
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Question 3
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4
12 4 8
Question: Why was the British government’s policy of appeasement significant
during the 1930s? [12]
Band descriptors and mark allocations
AO1l 4 marks AO2 8 marks
Demonstrates Fully explains the issue
comprehensive with clear focus set
BAND 4 | knowledge and 4 | BAND 4 | within the appropriate 7-8
understanding of the key historical context.
feature in the question.
Demonstrates detailed Explains the issue set
knowledge and within the appropriate .
BAND 3 understanding of the key 3 | BAND3 historical context. 56
feature in the question.
Demonstrates some Begins to explain the
knowledge and issue with some
BAND 2 | understanding of the key 2 | BAND 2 | reference to the 3-4
feature in the question. appropriate historical
context.
Demonstrates basic Mostly descriptive
knowledge and response with limited
BAND 1 understanding of the key 1 | BAND1 explanation of the 1-2
feature in the question. issue.

Use O for incorrect or irrelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The British government’s policy of appeasement was significant because it delayed the
start of the war giving Britain time to rearm and prepare.

The policy of appeasement was significant in supporting many Britons view that another
large scale war in Europe should be avoided.

The policy of appeasement was significant in leading to Hitler eventually invading
Poland.

The policy of appeasement was significant in damaging Britain’s international reputation
by not preventing Nazi Germany growing stronger.

The policy of appeasement was significant in weakening Britain’s voice among the
League of Nations.

The policy of appeasement was significant in causing political divisions before the war.
The policy of appeasement was significant in allowing Germany to grow stronger in the
face of a growing threat from the USSR.
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Question 4
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4
12 2 10
Question: Explain the connections between any THREE of the following: [12]

e Jarrow Crusade

e ‘Making ends meet’

e Special Areas Acts

e Emigration from Wales

Band descriptors and mark allocations

AO1 2 marks AO2 10 marks
Fully explains the relevant
connections between the
BAND 4 | chosen features, set within | 8=10
the correct historical
context.
Explains the connections
between the chosen
BAND 3 features, set within the =7
correct historical context.
Demonstrates Begins to explain the
detailed knowledge connections between the
BAND 2 | and understanding of | 2 | BAND 2 | chosen features. 34
the key features in the
guestion.
Demonstrates some A basic, unsupported
knowledge and explanation of connections
BAND 1 | understanding of the 1 | BAND 1 | between the chosen 1-2
key features in the features.
guestion.

Use 0 for incorrect or irrelevant answers.
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Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The Jarrow Crusade is connected to ‘making ends meet’ as poverty, unemployment and
inadequate government support made ‘making ends meet’ for many impossible which
led to public demonstrations of hardship through hunger marches such as the Jarrow
Crusade.

The Jarrow Crusade is connected to the Special Areas Acts as they can be seen as a
direct response to the demand raised by the protest marches.

The Jarrow Crusade is connected to emigration from Wales because many Welsh
families who supported the march and similar protests in the Rhondda did not see their
lives improve, and consequently made the decision to move in search of work and a
better future.

‘Making ends meet’ is linked to Special Areas Act as people living in the country’s
hardest hit economically deprived areas found ‘making end meet’ an immense challenge,
leading the government to identify areas for Special Areas Act status that would create
job opportunities and provide greater support.

‘Making end meet’ is connected to emigration from Wales as families who suffered
challenging times moved in search of employment.

Special Areas Acts is connected to emigration from Wales as many people were able to
gain work in areas outside Wales that benefited from the opportunities for employment
and ensuring that ‘making ends meet’ would not be a problem.
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Question 5
Mark allocation: AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 SPaG
19 4 12 3
Question: How far do you agree with this interpretation that the BBC played a
crucial role in keeping up morale during the Second World War? [16+3]
Band descriptors and mark allocations
AO1 4 marks AO4 12 marks
Demonstrates very Fully analyses and
detailed knowledge evaluates how and why
and understanding interpretations of this issue
of the key feature differ, demonstrating
in the question. awareness of the wider
historical debate over the
issue. A well substantiated
BAND 4 BAND 4 | judgement about the 10-12
accuracy of the
interpretation is reached,
set within the context of the
historical events studied.
The relevance of the
authorship of the
interpretation is discussed.
Demonstrates Analyses and evaluates how
detailed knowledge and why interpretations of
and understanding this issue differ. Some
of the key feature understanding of the wider
in the question. historical debate over the
BAND 3 BAND 3 !ssue is dis_played. A clear 7-9
judgement is reached,
displaying understanding of
how and why interpretations
of the issue may differ.
Appropriate reference is
made to the authorship.
Demonstrates Some analysis and
some knowledge evaluation of the
and understanding interpretation and other
BAND 2 | of the key feature BAND 2 | interpretations is displayed. 4-6
in the question. A judgement is reached with
superficial reference made
to authorship.
Demonstrates Makes simple comments
basic knowledge about the interpretation with
BAND 1 | and understanding BAND 1 | little analysis or evaluation. 1-3
of the key feature Little or no judgement
in the question. reached.

Use O for incorrect or irrelevant answers.
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Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

e The interpretation states that the BBC played a crucial role inkeeping up morale during
the Second World War.

e The interpretation says that the BBC provided listeners with vital news and information
about the war.

e The interpretation states that the BBC kept up morale by entertaining listeners and
providing them with a distraction from the war.

e The author is an academic historian who has likely researched the topic thoroughly. With
the focus of his publication the BBC his knowledge of how it operated during the war
should be accurate. He may favour the view that the BBC played a crucial role in
keeping up morale given the central theme of his book.

e Other interpretations might focus on the role of Winston Churchill as an effective wartime
ruler.

e Other interpretations might focus on government campaigns such as Dig for Victory and
the Spitfire fund.

e Another interpretation might emphasise other sources of propaganda and censorship
disseminated by the Ministry of Information.

e A substantiated judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation offered by the author
should identify that it is valid with regard to the important role played by the BBC in
maintaining morale, whilst recognising this role may be overstated.
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After awarding a level and mark for the historical response, apply the performance
descriptors for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar (SPaG) and specialist
language that follow.

Having decided on a band, award a second mark (out of 3) for SPaG. In applying these

indicators:

- learners may only receive SPaG marks for responses that are in the context of the
demands of the question; that is, where learners have made a genuine attempt to
answer the question

- the allocation of SPaG marks should take into account the level of the qualification.

Band Marks | Performance descriptions

e Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy
e Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of
High 3 meaning overall

e Learners use a wide range of specialist terms as
appropriate

e Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy
e Learners use rules of grammar with general control of
Intermediate 2 meaning overall

e Learners use a good range of specialist terms as
appropriate

e Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy

e Learners use rules of grammar with some control of
meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning
overall

e Learners use a limited range of specialist terms as
appropriate

Threshold 1

The learner writes nothing
e The learner’s response does not relate to the question
0 e The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the
threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling,
punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning
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